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Copyright © 2022 Bennett, Coleman & Co. Ltd. All rights reserved. For reprint rights: Times Syndication Service World According to Christian belief and tradition, All Souls’ Day was propagated by French monks who selected a specific day in the year 998 AD to remember their dead loved ones All Souls' Day, painting by Jakub Schikaneder, 1888.
Wikimedia Commons All Souls Day is observed every year on 2 November to honour the dead. The day is primarily celebrated in the Catholic Church, but it is also celebrated in the Eastern Orthodox Church and a few other denominations of Christianity. The Anglican church is the largest protestant church to celebrate the holy day. Most protestant
denominations do not recognise the holiday and disagree with the theology behind it. Also known as the Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed and the Day of the Dead, on this day, people remember their deceased loved ones. The occasion is observed to completely dedicate one day to pray for and remember the souls who are in Purgatory (a
place or state of suffering inhabited by the souls who are compensating their sins before going to heaven, according to Christian theology). History According to Christian belief and tradition, All Souls’ Day was propagated by French monks who selected a specific day in the year 998 AD for remembering the dead (loved ones). When All Souls’ Day
initially was initially celebrated, it started off as a local tradition, but by the following century it spread throughout Catholic churches. As per the tradition, All Souls’ Day is associated with the notion of purgatory. Significance Reasoning behind this stems from the notion that when a soul leaves the body, it is not entirely cleansed from venial (minor)
sins. However, through the power of prayer and self-denial, the faithful left on earth may be able to help these souls gain the Beatific Vision they seek, bringing the soul eternal sublime happiness. How is the day observed across the world Practitioners on this day attend service and mass in their respective churches along with music that is composed
especially for the occasion. After the mass, people visit the graves of the loved ones and offer flowers, garlands and candles. Children who come for prayer, receive soul cakes (a buttery biscuit/cookie/cake). Updated Date: November 02, 2021 15:10:52 IST Photo Courtesy: Mandel Ngan/AFP/Getty Images While many of us now consider Memorial Day
the unofficial start of the summer season, the original intent behind the occasion has a much more somber and honor-focused meaning. This federal holiday was formalized as a way of remembering and mourning members of the U.S. military who died in service, and people often mark the occasion by visiting cemeteries and decorating headstones of
fallen soldiers with flags and wreaths. In 1966, Congress and President Lyndon B. Johnson recognized Waterloo, New York, as having celebrated the first Memorial Day 100 years earlier. However, multiple towns claim to be the birthplace of Memorial Day, and the holiday’s long evolution makes it unclear where exactly it began. On top of that, there
are many persistent myths about how Memorial Day started. Learn more about these and how they relate to the holiday’s origins.How Did Memorial Day Originate?While people have commemorated the sacrifices of soldiers for as long as there have been conflicts, Memorial Day as we know it in the United States got its start during the American Civil
War. During the war, some people began the practice of decorating the graves of soldiers who’d been killed in battle and saying prayers for them. And, as the Civil War wound down, people across the North and South continued honoring fallen soldiers in this manner. As the practice of decorating soldiers’ graves became more common, it also began
gaining more formal recognition. Photo Courtesy: dsharpie/E+/Getty Images One such ceremony was held on May 1, 1865, in Charleston, South Carolina. Local Black churches led a gathering of roughly 10,000 people, many of whom were formerly enslaved, in properly reburying Union soldiers whose remains had been deposited in a mass grave. The
groups also held a ceremony to honor the soldiers’ sacrifice and dedicate the new cemetery. The event included speeches, the laying of wreaths and crosses, drills performed by Union soldiers and even picnicking. However, it’s unclear if the event influenced any other similar ceremonies in the country, and historians are unsure whether this should be
considered the first Memorial Day.Multiple Areas Hold Claims for Being the First to CelebrateNumerous places around the country claim to have first celebrated Memorial Day as a recurring holiday rather than a one-off event. Boalsburg, Pennsylvania, cites an 1864 gathering of women to mourn the deaths of soldiers at the Battle of Gettysburg as
what makes it the founder of the holiday, while Carbondale, Illinois, claims two markers in its cemeteries as well as a parade led by Major General John A. Logan (more on him in a moment) as proof that it held the first annual celebration. There are even a Columbus, Georgia, and Columbus, Mississippi, with competing claims. Photo Courtesy:
MediaNews Group/Orange County Register/Getty Images While Waterloo, New York, eventually won federal recognition because of evidence that its celebrations involved the full closure of the town, it has well over 20 rivals for the title, and all of them — even Waterloo — rely on evidence that’s at least somewhat disputed. But there’s only one event
that unambiguously served as a forerunner to Memorial Day.What Was Decoration Day?Major General Logan was the head of the Grand Army of the Republic (GAR), a Civil War veterans organization. With the increasing popular support for ceremonies celebrating fallen soldiers, in 1868, he declared May 30 to be Decoration Day, a holiday specifically
meant for the adornment of fallen soldiers’ graves. Different sources suggest his motivation for choosing the day was either because that’s when flowers are in bloom across the country and therefore ready to be left on graves or because May 30 is a day on which no Civil War battles were fought. Photo Courtesy: Anna Moneymaker/Getty Images
While Decoration Day wasn’t a national holiday, it was widely commemorated across the country. By 1890, it had been made a state holiday by each of the Northern states. Southern states, however, continued to celebrate separate Confederate days of remembrance until World War I. Confederate Memorial Day is still celebrated as a holiday
alongside Memorial Day in some states today.Memorial Day Gains Federal RecognitionDecoration Day became a federal holiday in 1888, although it only applied to government employees in Washington, D.C, as was customary at the time. However, other states began adopting the holiday over time until every state eventually commemorated it. As
the United States moved on from the Civil War to participate in other conflicts, particularly World War I, the holiday also broadened to include honoring all soldiers who died in the line of duty. By the end of World War II, “Memorial Day” had also supplanted the name “Decoration Day.” Photo Courtesy: rhyman007/E+/Getty Images In 1968, a law
made the name change official. It also moved Memorial Day to its modern date: the last Monday of May. This law, called the Uniform Monday Holiday Act, came into effect in 1971 and created the annual Memorial Day weekends that Americans know and love today, but it also angered people who felt it shifted the focus from remembrance to enjoying
time off. While the states eventually fell in line, many veterans continued to voice dissent on the issue. MORE FROM REFERENCE.COM CC0/tammyatWT1/Pixabay Veterans Day is one of the eleven federal holidays in the United States for federal organizations and is a public holiday for all 50 states. Unlike Memorial Day, which is the day for honoring
those who passed away while serving in the military, Veterans Day is where the general public celebrates those who have served in the U.S. military, whether that be the U.S. Army, Navy, Marine Corps, National Guard, Air Force or the Coast Guard. Veterans Day is always celebrated in late October or early November and is a day full of parades,
discounts and a valuable history lesson. Here are 5 interesting facts about Veterans Day. How It All Began We celebrate it every year, but how did Veterans Day come into existence? It dates back to the signing of the Treaty of Versailles on June 28, 1919. While this day will always be known as the official end of World War I, also known as The Great
War, it was on November 11, 1918, that the war truly came to an end when the armistice, or temporary cessation of hostilities between German and the Allied Nations, went into effect. The following November in 1919, President Woodrow Wilson became known as the president who celebrated the first commemoration of Armistice Day. The name
later changed following the Second World War and Korean War in November 1938 when it became the legal Federal Holiday we know and honor today, Veterans Day, which is dedicated to American veterans of all the wars. Events On this day, each state celebrates their veterans in their own unique way. The most common sight is a busy parade full
of veterans, school bands, American flags and patriotic music. The largest of these takes place in New York, but the longest running Veterans Day is held in the south, specifically Birmingham, Alabama and has been ever since 1947. In D.C., Arlington National Cemetery has a wreath-laying ceremony at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier while the
famous Blue Angels take over the skies in Pensacola, Florida. Churches participate in prayer services while government buildings proudly display the red, white and blue flag. But let’s not forget about the food on Veterans Day. Discounts On top of having great entertainment, veterans often receive fun discounts in local restaurants and shops. Often
restaurants or local fast food joints give free breakfast on Veterans Day and drinks or treats to those who have a valid form of military ID. While some have a veteran organization membership card to show, others may offer discharge papers or even wear their uniform as their form of identification, which may be enough for some places. Not only do
veterans receive discounts though, but the general public gets a few perks as well, one of them being free admission to any National Park in the United States. Closed for The Day Because it is a Federal Holiday, all non-essential government offices are closed for the day at the local and state level. Which businesses and schools are closed for the day
though varies from state to state. Often banks are closed for Veterans Day, such as the big four, JPMorgan and Chase, Bank of America, Wells Fargo and Citibank. Post offices, schools, libraries and markets also shut down, leaving National Parks as being a great option for your day off. Why Celebrate Veterans Day is much more than just parades,
music and free food though. It is an opportunity to show our gratitude to the military men and women fought to keep our country safe and free. It is a period in which we can step back from rushing about of our daily life and teach our children about the history of our country, battles people have had to fight in and battles that many continue to fight.
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